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turbed by the recent successful moves of the Ameriean foreign policy.
Russian and Cominform officials believe, according to Gerd

25X1X

During Apxril Gerd was delegated by the Cominform to maintain”cont.act with top
Itallan Communiets during the. dlections in Italy. After Gexrd returned from
his journey he spoke of the necessity for readjusting the Communist attitude
toward the Yestern Powers. Gerd stated that several prominent Soviet leaders,
as wall ap the majority of the Cominform officers, have been greatly per-

These
» that as a result

of American inltiative, a new situvation has been created for the Soviet Union
in the field of foreign affairs and they are worried lest the balance of
power between the United States ~ hitherto favorable to the Soviet Union -

will be shifted.

specified by Gero as followss

a-‘
frightful prospects.

b‘

that the Marshall Plan will bring no basic
or social plishts, they think,

-1
AFTER BSE /& o

TREMATEY
Y-t L WA

0k

Continent.

RN T8

CLASSIFICATION  SECRET

NSRB

STATE .

WABNING:oNOTICE: |

,The main reasens for Soviet and Cominform uneesiness is
The rapid progress of the Amerlcan rearmament program with a1l its

The successful actions of American diplomacy to organize a gystem of anti-
Russian alliances. Russians presume that a peace trcaty with Japan is
also fortheoming, with a role similar to Italy to be assigned for Japan.

The effects of the Buropean Recovery Program, Although they are convinced

solution for Eurcpe's economic

nevertheless that it will achieve a temporary
improvement of the situaticn on the Continent, thus

at least 211 chances of proletarian revolutions.

eliminating for a while

The decline of the dynamism of the Communist Parties throughout the

The roalization that Communiet predictions as to a fortheoming economic
depression in the United States proved to be premature.
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f. The realization that the assertions that time is working in favor of
Soviet aims, has proved equally specious.
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g. The presumption that the existing Furopean alliance might be provided
with a United States military guarantee.

h. The danger of a new lend-lease program with the ensuing rearmament of
the Western countries,

The uneasiness of Soviet and Cominform circles was evident in the astion sug-
gested by them to cope with the dangers of the new development. There was
general agreement that it is of vital importance that the full-scale reali-
zation of the American "anti-Russian® program should be yrevented, and radical
changes in the tactics of the Sovist foreign policy to cope with the new
situation were suggested as follows: .

a. That the Soviet Goverrment should urge an early setblement of all Buropean
issues between the United States and USSR. In their view, the position of
the USSR is at present more favorable for negotiating on her owm tewns than
it will be at any later date. For the time being there are chances i
reach an agreement with the United States assuring the Soviet Union undis-
puted control of all Fast-Furopean countries, as well as a favorable
solution of the Geman and Austrian queations. With the progress of the
United States rearmament program and the strenghtening of the Western
European bloc, the chances of such a favorable settlement will daily
diminish.

b. That the Communist Parties in Purope should resume their willingness to
cooperate with other political parties. Many Russian and Cominform per-
sonalities realized that all the progreses Communist movements made in posi-
war Europe was based on cooperation with other political parties. As sooi.
as their willingness to cooperate was replaced by their revolutionary
attitude, Communist movements started to decline throughout Furope. FPer—
sistance in this attituds would not only jeopardize the achiovements of
the first postwar years but might even lsad to outlawing of Comaunist
Parties in the countries of Western Europe.

c. That the East~Furopean countries should be permitted to trade with Wester:
Europe. Such a temporary permission would induce the Govermments of Western
Europe to recognize de facto the present state of affairs in Eastern Furore
and put up with Sovietl rule over the states in this area.

d. Finally it was suggested that by a new policy of gemeral appeasement,
Moacow should attempt to break the "dynamic line" of the ney United Statec
foreign policy. The willingness of several European countries bo participste
in an "anti-Russien" alliznce is considered by them as a brilliant ac-
hievement of American diplomacy. However, they think that if by a policy
of appeasement Moscow would succeed in breaking the firm line of the Umiied
States attitude and loosening the newly created ties among the West~Europs
countries, confuelon and hesitatlon would replace the present firmness ar
United States would barely be able to regain whole-hearted participation 5o
any new anti-Russian zlliance.
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